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A Dad 
 
You didn’t come for many nights. 
 
Mum is left to… 
 
Clean the house 
Take out the garbage 
Mow the grass 
Fix what needs fixing 
Negotiate with the Walton’s man 
Get us to school 
And everywhere else we were supposed to get 
Work to earn some money 
No pensions then 
Get the birthday cakes 
The clothes from St. Vinnies 
Attend parent- teacher meetings  
Stop us from fighting 
Change the light bulbs 
Take us to the library 
Look after us 
Protect us from the world, 
and you, 
when you would enter back,  
with such carelessness. 
 
Alcohol and those connected with it became your family 
The truth is another family you chose 
 
Biology makes you my father 
Biology doesn’t make you my dad 
Know that I have one… 
She is both, mum and dad. 
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